Hyde County
Courthouse Bell Project
2018

Proposal: Build a permanent display to hold the old Hyde County courthouse bell somewhere on the grounds
between the new Hyde County Government Center and the old Historic 1854 Courthouse. Following discussions
with Hyde County Assistant Manager Kris Noble, the addition of a small landscaped park area surrounding the
bell display with benches has been added to the project (see Attachment 1).
History: This cast Iron bell was made in Chattanooga, TN in the 1920s at the Ross-Meehan Foundries (see
Attachment 2). The Foundry was in business from 1889-1986. Based on interviews with Hyde County residents,
it was installed outside the Historic 1857 Courthouse on the southeast end of the building sometime in the
1920-30s. Hall Swindell remembered that there were outside wooden steps that led up to the 2nd floor from
(and a door that led into the jury room) on that end. At the top of the steps there was a landing and the bell was
mounted so that someone could come out of the jury room and ring the bell to summon the court back to order
after the lunch break. They also stood on that landing and hollered up to the 3rd floor where the Grand Jury met
to summon them back downstairs. The bell was also used as a means to signal the community of other
important happenings nearby, i.e. a fire or an impromptu meeting. It is said that many a political candidate held
such meetings on the grounds around the courthouse, often with much heated discussions! [A photo of the
steps and landing are found on Page 19 in the Swan Quarter section of the Hyde County History Book (Hyde
County Historical & Genealogical Society, 1976) but we are still searching for a clearer photo.]
In 1962 the courthouse was remodeled with annexes added connecting it to the agricultural building. The bell
was relocated just outside the new double glass doors on the west side of the annex (see Attachment 3). At
some point, the bell was taken down and stored on the 3rd floor (attic) of the old Courthouse. That hot, humid,
dusty, and dirty attic was where Merita Spencer and Pam Sawyer (Hyde County Register of Deeds Office)
discovered it. They ended up carrying it – donging it all the way down from the attic to the Register of Deeds
Office on the first floor – so it would be safe. Several times their offices were relocated while repairs and
painting were completed, and they took the bell with them each time. But after Hurricane Isabel in 2003, it went
into storage again, until the new courthouse was built. Since 2007 it has resided in their offices in the new Hyde
County Government Center, awaiting a forever home.
Background: In August 2012, the Board of Directors of the newly established Friends of Hyde County’s Historic
1854 Courthouse voted to pursue a permanent means to display the bell; however in the ensuing years, nothing
has been accomplished. At their March 15, 2018 board meeting, the current Friends’ board agreed to relinquish
responsibility.
The Swan Quarter Volunteer Fire Department (see attachment 4) has expressed their support of the project, to
include spearheading it.
Hyde County native Ben Cahoon of Cahoon & Kasten Architects, Nags Head, has agreed to donate his services
for the drawings. In fact, Ben has been a willing participate since the idea first surfaced some seven years ago.
Margie Brooks, a Hyde County resident for 30+ years, has agreed to help even though she now resides in
Beaufort County. Margie was involved from the beginning and has provided the background work that was
completed earlier. She will help keep the current project on track, working with the other individuals and
organizations to raise funds and make this project a reality. She will also be the PR person for the project –
writing press releases and social media posts.
Timeline:
This project will be presented to the Hyde County Board of Commissioners for (1) their approval to proceed and
(2) a determination of the exact location. Once both have been received, a fund-raising campaign will begin.
Fund-raising will include letter campaigns as well as specific fund-raiser events yet to be determined. The media
will be called upon to help in these endeavors with press releases, social media posts, and similar means to get
the word out to prospective donors. Sufficient funds to complete the project will be accumulated prior to the
start of actual work. A tentative budget is outlined in Attachment 5.
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Hyde County Courthouse Bell Project

BUDGET

Material and labor to build bell display

$ 9,000.00

Material and labor to build park

$ 3,500.00

Material and labor to build sidewalks

$ 2,500.00

Park Benches

$ 1,000.00

Landscaping

$ 500.00

Total

$16,500.00
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